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SPILL NATIONAL PLATFORM CALL FOR ENTRIES 2016 
 

Are you an artist or company at the start of your career and living 

in the UK or Ireland? Do you make experimental performance, 

sound, film, video, installation, new media or digital practices, 

activist actions, or engage museum collections in radical new 

ways? Then this is your chance to be part of SPILL. 
 

SPILL Festival is widely considered one of 
the worlds leading artist-led festivals of 
experimental theatre, live art and radical 
performance. Inaugurated by artist Robert 
Pacitti in 2007, SPILL presents radical work 
in accessible ways that are as much about 
context as excellence.  
 
Developed by Pacitti Company and 
supported by Jerwood Charitable 
Foundation, the SPILL National Platform is 
the UK and Ireland’s open submissions 
platform for experimental makers. It 
presents innovative, daring, exciting work 
by early makers, or those whose practices 
may have been overlooked.  
 
This year SPILL will take place between the 
26 - 30 October in Ipswich, Suffolk. SPILL 
will present 35 National Platform artists 
across a range of spaces, as part of the 
larger SPILL programme. 
 
The National Platform is for artists who are 
at the beginning of their professional 
practice, including recent graduates, and 
have only had a few opportunities to show 
work publicly.  
 
The National Platform is aimed at artists 
and companies who are interested in the 

experience or the event of art and who 
work with ideas of liveness. The Platform is 
open to artists and companies who are 
centralising or exploring the liveness of the 
artist and/or the liveness of the audience 
through performance, sound, film, video, 
installation, new media / digital practices, 
activist actions, and new for 2016, projects 
that radically engage museum collections.  
 
This is a fantastic opportunity to showcase 
work to an audience made up of national 
and international promoters, other artists, 
members of the public, and to create a 
core group of Platform artist peers through 
attending the wider festival. 
 
Each artist or company selected for the 
Platform will receive an inclusive fee of 
£200, plus accommodation for the Festival 
and a contribution to travel, and a package 
of in-kind support of over £1000 including 
seminars, technical, producing, 
marketing/PR and documentation. A 
dedicated programme of networking and 
SPILL Think Tank events will enhance this 
opportunity for participating artists, and 
the high profile nature of SPILL Festival will 
ensure its impact both nationally and 
internationally. 
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STRICT DEADLINE FOR APPLICATIONS IS 12 NOON ON 4th APRIL 2016 

 

NATIONAL PLATFORM GUIDELINES & INFORMATION 
 

Participants will be selected from this open call out by a panel 

made up of previous National Platform artists, presenters, funders, 

and SPILL organisers. 

 
SPILL is looking for applications from experimental makers whose work could be described as:
 

 Performance 

 Artists’ sound 

 Artists’ film or video 

 Installation  

 New media / digital practices 

 Activist actions 

 Radical museum projects  

 
These works may come from a wide range 
of backgrounds e.g. experimental theatre, 
visual art, activism, social engagement, 
ritual, radical dance, studio research or  
academia - but must fall into one or more 
of the categories described above.  
 
 

 
We advocate work that is challenging or 
takes risks. We want to support makers 
who are clear about their own sense of 
experimentation and what they hope to 
achieve. We want to support the most 
exciting work you can throw at us - work 
that is inherently activist and urgent. 
 
We encourage entries from all sections of 
society and champion diversity and access. 
We aim to accommodate all access  
requirements for any applicant. We also 
recognise the intelligence and complexities 
of audiences and strive to support works 
that are respectful of this. 
 
 

WHAT WE DON’T WANT 
 

Please do not apply for the National Platform just because it is 

another opportunity doing the rounds. 
 

There are lots of other strong and 
appropriate contexts for dance, theatre 
and site-specific work out there. If you are 
unsure that your work is truly new, radical 
or experimental, ask peers, research what 
has gone before, and then look again at 

whether applying for this opportunity is 
worth your time or ours. If you have 
previously applied to the Platform on two 
or more occasions, please refer to the 
eligibility and consider carefully if this is 
the right opportunity for you. 
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WHAT TO EXPECT FROM US PRACTICALLY 
 

The SPILL National Platform will take place at a range of locations 

across Ipswich, including: 
 

 A white box gallery complex has a 

large central space and a range of 

smaller rooms ideal for video, 

installations, smaller audiences, 

durational actions and one-to-ones. 

 

 Various black box spaces, good for 

end on performances 

 

 Studio spaces    

 

 Non-theatrical spaces  

 

 Small intimate spaces 

 

 Museum spaces 

 

 Outdoor / site specific  

(e.g. shops, the street, parks  etc.) 

 

 

 

 

NEW FOR 2016: We may also consider work that is shared online or via apps  

 

 
Across physical spaces will be able to provide basic technical support, such as lights, sound 
and some projectors etc. However, we have limited resources, so please consider this when 
proposing projects that may require additional or specialised technical equipment. This may 
need to be the responsibility of the invited artist. Additionally, for any online or app works, 
you will need to demonstrate ways of facilitating technical capacity in your application. 
 
Please be as detailed as possible with any requirements necessary to realise your work. 
Whilst we will take in to consideration all space preferences and technical requirements as 
much as possible, SPILL will make final decisions on the allocation and scheduling of these.  
 
 

GUIDELINES FOR APPLYING 
 

Please read the following guidelines carefully to help you in 

completing your application form.  
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For additional advice on writing your application please download the free SPILL Toolkit at 
www.spillfestival.com/toolkit 
 

 

FIRST OFF, ARE YOU ELIGIBLE? 
 

 The Platform is only open to artists based in the UK and Ireland.  

 No formal qualifications are needed to apply for the platform.  

 If you are an undergraduate or postgraduate student: we will only accept applications 

from current final year students who will have graduated before the Platform takes 

place. 

 You may only make one application.  

 
 
 

ABOUT YOU AND YOUR PRACTICE: 
 

This section of the form is your opportunity to write directly to the panel about yourself, your 
company (if relevant), and your work. You are being asked to submit either an existing work, 
or a new previously unworked idea that has strong potential. There are lots of other 
opportunities for dance or theatre based practices – in contrast, this is an opportunity for 
artists and companies who do not usually fit into those areas to explain why the SPILL 
National Platform is the right opportunity for their work. 
 
 
 

 

This application pack is also available in large text and audio 

formats visit: www.spillfestival.com/national-platform 

 

 
 
A word document of the online form is available for download from 

www.spillfestival.com/national-platform.  

 

We suggest applicants work on their applications in Word and then transfer their 
answers into the online form as it is NOT possible to save your form and 
continue at a later date. Exiting halfway through the form will mean you lose 

any entered data.

http://www.spillfestival.com/toolkit
http://www.spillfestival.com/national-platform
http://www.spillfestival.com/national-platform
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BASIC DETAILS 
Due to the nature of our funding, we are 
unfortunately unable to accept applications 
from outside the UK/Ireland. 
 
ABOUT YOU 
 
Tell us about you, your practice and why you 
make the work you do.  
Please write - with the panel in mind - to 
explain how you see your practice as it stands, 
or how it is evolving. You can talk in general 
terms about your work to date and anything 
else that seems appropriate. 
 
Why is this a good opportunity for you?  
Try to explain why the SPILL National Platform 
is the right opportunity for you at this stage, 
with particular emphasis on ways your work 
might be supported. 
 
Tell us about you, your practice and why you 
make the work you do. 
What kinds of professional support would you 
benefit most from at this stage in your 
career?  
How long have you been making work for? 
These relate to your eligibility for the Platform. 
The application process is open to artists and 
companies at the start of their careers. Please 
use your discretion to determine if this applies 
to you. We have asked you to indicate in the 
application form how many years you have 
been making work. Please be honest and if you 
do not consider yourself an early maker at the 
start of your career – we would ask that you do 
not apply, or explain here why this is 
opportunity is right for you at this time. 
 
ABOUT YOUR PIECE 
 
Have you shown work publicly before? 
We have asked you to give examples of any 
public performances you may have done. 

Please list: titles of work, dates, 
venues/locations and any contextualising 
information about the presentation where 
applicable. 
Duration of your piece. 
Maximum capacity of your piece (e.g. one to 
one, 60 people etc). 
Proposed number of performances over the 
festival period. 
Please note the running time, or anticipated 
running time of the work (duration). Please 
also be clear if your work is for a limited 
number of audience members at a time, and 
indicate minimum and maximum persons at a 
time (capacity). We want as many people as 
possible to engage with your work, so if it has a 
minimal capacity we would expect the work to 
be shown multiple times, and for you to talk 
about this in your proposal. 
 
Please describe the work that you would like 
to present at the Platform and what stage it is 
at in it's development. 
Please describe the work that you are 
proposing to show as part of the SPILL National 
Platform. This should be written for the panel 
to gain an insight into the type of work you 
would like to show and what stage you are at 
in the making process. 
 
Which category best describes your work? 
Please self-select where you think your work 
fits into these strands. This will help us to 
programme events across the Festival once the 
application process is complete.  
 
Which venue type would best suit your piece? 
Please self-select what space you think your 
work would best fit into.  
 

TECHNICAL REQUIREMENTS 
 
Please be as detailed as possible in letting us 
know what kinds of technical support you will 
need to be part of the festival and what you 
will be bringing with you. The more detail you 
give us, the better prepared we can be to best 
present your work as part of the festival.  We 
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are committed to presenting radical work, but 
need artists to be clear with us about what 
they propose so we can provide suitable 
support.  

 
Please bear in mind that only basic sound / AV 
will be provided as standard. Any technical 
requirements additional to this will be the 
responsibility of the artist. Please also note 
that due to the nature of the Platform, 
technical set-up/preparation time will be 
limited. 
 
Please note any artistic elements that may 
need to be considered in our risk assessment.  
 
MARKETING 
 
Copy/bio 
Please share a short quote about your work, if 
you have one. 
In order for your application to be considered 
we need to receive a small amount of text that 
you are happy for us to use as promotional 
copy for marketing and publicity purposes. This 
text should be 100 words only. You should 
write about the work that you are applying 
with here, in a way that you feel would 
represent it best for an audience via our 
website and brochure if you were selected. 
You should also write a short bio about 
yourself or your company of 50 words.   
We will use these resources to give audiences 
a better understanding of you/your work. It is 
expected that some of you will propose 
complex projects but please use language that 
is easy to understand and speaks about 
you/your work in an accessible way. 
 

Documentation 
 
You are required provide links to one 
LANDSCAPE and one PORTRAIT image with 
your application that you feel represents the 
proposed work, or your wider practice. Please 
consider the composition of your images as 
they may be used for promotional materials. 
We ask that your submitted images are: 
 

 No smaller than 300 DPI.   

 Not smaller than 1MB not larger than 
6MB file size. 

 Please ensure the images are a JPEGs 
or TIFFs 

 
Submitting an image of high resolution at 300 
DPI means that it is of good enough quality to 
be printed in a brochure or put on a website.  
Please provide up to 3 links of video footage; 
either of the work you are proposing to 
present at the Platform if you have any, or 
relevant clips that you feel represents your 
practice as a whole. 
 
ADDITIONAL APPLICANT INFORMATION 
 
The SPILL National Platform is also an 
opportunity for professional development 
support, including national and international 
networking, documentation and archiving, 
feedback sessions. Please indicate if you’re 
interested in these opportunities.  
 
All artists who are selected for the National 
Platform will need to be available and in the 
country if they are to participate. 

 

 
 

STRICT DEADLINE FOR APPLICATIONS IS 12 NOON ON 4th APRIL 2016 
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TO APPLY 
 
After reading the application guidelines and SPILL Toolkit follow the link below 
to the SPILL National Platform 2016 application form: 
 https://docs.google.com/forms/d/11ZJGcUTyYLBZWxG-prt6Uf6mYNNgkLdfC-
9k_J6sj3M/viewform 
 
 

Unfortunately, due to the anticipated high number of applications, 

it will not be possible to engage in telephone, email or postal 

exchange before application. 

 

 
 
 

GOOD LUCK! 

 

 
 
 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/11ZJGcUTyYLBZWxG-prt6Uf6mYNNgkLdfC-9k_J6sj3M/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/11ZJGcUTyYLBZWxG-prt6Uf6mYNNgkLdfC-9k_J6sj3M/viewform

